THE  XOX-VIOLENT  STATE                                 297

of mere institutional inadequacy. Democracy is vitiated by the
wrong ideas and ideals that move men.

If people accept the \vay of non-violence, the democratic
State that emerges will be inspired by the ideals of truth and
non-violence. Corruption and hypocrisy that characterize modern
democracies will be minimized. The emphasis will be not
on mere numbers but on the spirit of equality expressing itself
in service and sacrifice. In a statement issued i:i 1934 Gandhiji
remarked, "Western democracy is on its trial. If it has already
proved a failure, may it be reserved to India to evolve the true
science of democracy by giving a visible demonstration of its
buttress. Corruption and hypocrisy ought not to be the inevi-
table products of democracy, as they undoubtedly are today.
Nor is bulk the true test of democracy. True democracy is not
inconsistent with a few persons representing the spirit, the hope
and the aspirations of those whom they claim to represent. I
hold that democracy cannot be evolved by forcible method. The
spirit of democracy cannot be imposed from without. It has to
come from within."64

Gandhiji is not against elections and representation. In
1925 he wrote, "By swaraj I mean the government of India by
the consent of the people as ascertained by the largest number
of adult population, male or female, native born or domiciled,
who have contributed by manual labour to the service of the
State and who have taken the trouble of having their names
registered as voters.5'65 Again, "If independence is born non-
violently all the component parts will be voluntarily inter-
dependent working in perfect harmony under a representative
central authority which will derive its sanction from the confi-
dence reposed in it by the component parts." The central power,
he goes on to add, will be based on "universal suffrage exercised
by a disciplined and politically intelligent electorate".66

If he could have his way he would like the democratic
State to be administered by a few representatives selected by the
people and removable at the will of the people. A reduction in
the number of representatives would be feasible in a predomi-
nantly non-violent State due to the extreme decentralization of
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